Dissertation or Book Status & Goals

Date: 

Over the next few days we’ll engage in a process of stock-taking and goal setting for the new semester. Use this form if you’ll primarily be working on a book or dissertation during this term; use the other form if you’ll be working on papers, articles, or disconnected chapters. 

Day 1: Where are you now? Be as honest and complete as possible in describing the status of your work below. Use a new line for each chapter. 

	Chapter/Title or function[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Lit review, theory, empirics 2, etc.] 

	Status of chapter contents

	Sample:
Ch 3 Test of capacity hypotheses
	Data collection: complete
Analysis: 80%
Write-up: 20%

	
	


	
	


	
	


	
	


	
	


	
	






Day 2: Now it’s time to think about how you’re going to change those statuses this term.


What is your priority goal for this semester? (Chapter, section, data collection, etc.)




[bookmark: _GoBack]How are you going to achieve that goal? Take a few minutes below to break that big goal up into monthly targets. How many observations or variables completed? How many words or what major sections written? What analysis completed? If the monthly goals look unreasonable given the time you have, perhaps you need to revise your priority goal downward. Remember that each chapter has multiple streams of tasks. You may be more successful having smaller goals on several different components than setting one huge overarching goal for the month. “Write all of chapter 3” is not likely to be a successful monthly goal; “write 50% of ch 3, do 20% of ch 4 reading, and develop ch 5 data collection plan” is a far more achievable set of goals.

Month 1:




Month 2:



Month 3:



Month 4:
